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	Mandarin 1中文一
2012-2013  Course Description and Expectations
· Ms. Wu (Wǔ Lǎoshī)       hwu@darienps.org
Welcome!           
	


Course Objectives:

· Welcome to the Mandarin classroom. The goal of learning a foreign language is to be able to communicate effectively in the target language in multiple contexts and for various purposes and to demonstrate an awareness of multiple perspectives with a knowledge of and sensitivity to the culture of the people who speak the language.  In our classroom, students will think critically, creatively, and adaptively.  Students will work independently and collaboratively to gain knowledge of the language, the history, and the culture of the people who speak the Mandarin language.  Students will be supportive and respectful to one another to create a safe environment for learning.  Students will act with integrity while assuming responsibility for their work and their learning.  
· This is an introductory course to Mandarin Chinese.  In the first year, the emphasis will be on spoken Mandarin, with special attention paid to developing proficiency in handling everyday situation in the language.  Drills and exercises in pronunciation are important; also important is writing Chinese characters correctly.
	Textbook:
	Integrated Chinese, Level 1 Part 1, Simplifiedl Character 3rd Edition: textbook, and workbook



	Other supplies:
	A one-inch three-ring binder with loose leaf pages (for note taking); index cards (for making flash cards); a composition book (for quizzes); pencils (for writing characters and for quizzes and tests); colored pens (for making corrections); dry-erase markers; computer and Internet at home with recording ability


Course Content:

	Speaking:
	We will speak Chinese in class as much as possible.  In addition, there will be assignments involving practicing speaking/recording at home.

	Writing:
	Chinese has a unique (non-phonetic) writing system.  We will spend substantial amount of time practice writing the characters.  You will do a lot of writing practice at home. We start writing sentences and short paragraphs from the very beginning.

	Listening:
	We will get ourselves familiar with the sounds and tones of Mandarin Chinese.  Practice in class as well as at home (using online resources) everyday is the key to master these new sounds.

	Reading:
	Our primary reading will be the textbook.  Additional readings will be supplemented as needed throughout the year.

	
	

	       Grammar:
	Chinese grammar is relatively simple compared to Romance languages.  Verbs have no tense/ conjugation.  Nouns have no case, gender or number. However, special attention is paid to word order, which plays a far more significant role in Chinese than in other Romance languages.


Class Procedures:

· Students will arrive on time and begin working right away. 

· Students will be respectful and supportive of one another all the time. 

· Homework is assigned (written and/or oral) each day. Expect to work 30-40 minutes a day (2 – 3 hours per week.)  It is due the next time class meets (at the beginning of the class) unless otherwise specified.  A homework assignment receives full credit when it is done correctly and turned in on time.  

· There will be frequent quizzes (announced and unannounced, usually after new vocabulary is introduced) and tests (always announced).  Students may retake a quiz within two days with reduced credit.  (Students may not retake a test.)  Students may have up to 3 re-takes each quarter.
· Students may redo any assignment (projects not included) within two days after it is handed back.
Make-up Work:

· It is the students’ responsibility to obtain and complete homework assignments, quizzes or tests missed due to excused absences.  Please submit the original homework with the revised one.  Students are not allowed to make up quizzes or tests due to unexcused absences.

· All tests or quizzes must be made up within three days of a student’s return to school.  It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements for make-ups.  After three days, the grade will be a zero.

· An absence (excused or unexcused) the day before a quiz/test does not automatically excuse a student from taking the quiz/test with the rest of the class.  However, if new material was introduced the day prior to the quiz/test, then the student may ask to postpone the quiz/test.
Late Work:
A late work will receive up to 60% of the full credit one day after the due day.  It is not accepted afterwards. 

Extra Help:

I am available for extra help during school day (periods 1, 2, and 3) or after school. It is recommended that students make an appointment with me in advance if they wish to see me before or after school.  It is basic courtesy to keep all appointments and arrive on time.  Please seek help early and often.
Academic Integrity:
Members of the Darien High School community act with integrity when they assume responsibility for their work and their learning.  I expect my students to adhere to the highest standard of academic honesty.  
Grading:

Components of quarter grade: 

	1. Classwork (participation)
	10-15%

	2. Homework: (worksheets, on-line activities, listening activities, practice recordings)
	15-20%

	3. Quizzes (formal and informal)
	25-35%

	4. Tests
	25-35%

	5. Projects (compositions, culture essays)
	        5-10%

	Total
	100%


Components of semester grade: 
	First Quarter/Third Quarter
	40%

	Second Quarter/Fourth Quarter 
	40%

	Mid-Year Exam/End-of-Exam
	20%

	Total
	100%


Please review these course expectations with your parent(s) / guardian (s), sign below and include this paper in the front of your binder.
_______________________________________   _____________________________________________
  Student                                  (date)                      Parent /guardian                                        (date)
